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Issue 4446, March 2018 
 

Next club meeting: March 26th, 2018, 7:00 pm, Buffalo West Restaurant, 7101 Camp 
Bowie Blvd  
 
 

Presidents Corner: by James Meadows  
 
March Madness is upon us and it’s not all about 
Basketball!   There is a lot going on in the club and in our 
hobby in general.  I have put in a request with the chief 
pilot upstairs to bring us sunny skies and lower winds, 
during the weekdays and weekends.  Hopefully you all 
have had at least a day or two of good flying in March. 
 
The club is continuing to grow, with new flyers and a few 
older flyers, who have decided to return to the hobby.  I 
can tell you that our club is getting noticed by the flying 
community around the Metroplex and beyond! Part of our 
appeal is without a doubt our wonderful flying site, our 
select events, numerous programs, and the great 
partnerships we have with our local hobby shops. Equally 

as important, if not more so is you, the membership, your 
willingness to help new and seasoned flyers, provide a kind 
smile, introduction and a handshake is a major appeal to 
all who visit. A Big THANKS to you all! 
We have started our Flight Training Program on 
Thursday evenings, from 4PM till darkish. This year, is 
going to be a busy training year, judging by the numerous 
inquiries I have received. We can always use some 
assistance, Shout-Out to former Student John Whatley for 
his donation to the club of an Avistar training aircraft, 
radio, and carry system. 
  
Blue skies and subtle winds to you all. 

 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Rob Lowe 

Hello Thunderbirds!  Spring is arriving, and full time flying weather is upon us!  I’m hoping you’ve noticed the great 
condition our field is always in – that doesn’t just happen.  We have an amazing team led by Ken Knotts that works weekly 
to keep our field in spectacular shape and as one of the premier fields in the country.  When you see these folks at the field 
or a club meeting, please tell them thanks for all they do for us! 

There is a lot going on in our club this spring and your leadership team (officers) are working on future items as well.  One 
area we are working at the moment is something you may have seen on the AMA website or in AMA publications.  AMA is 
partnering with the FBI in a nationwide educational campaign to raise awareness around Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) 
rules, regulations and laws.  Our club is in coordination with local FBI officials determining how we will support the effort 
and outreach to our communities.  One thing you may see soon is FBI officers at our field to see how we fly, our safety 
protocols and to get some hands-on time flying!  This is just one of many areas we will be supporting as part of this effort.  
We will keep you posted as the details come together in the coming weeks. 

If you missed a monthly club meeting recently, you’ve missed a great time!  Tom Blakeney was our star speaker last month 
with details on his “Blakeney Skunk Works” kit bash of a foam B-24 into the Navy version Privateer!  This month Grant 
Schroeder will do part 2 of his amazing 3-D Printed P-38 project.  We will also talk about the ever-changing rules around 
UAS registration, aircraft labeling and much more!  Don’t miss out!  The next club meeting is Monday, March 26, 7pm at 
Buffalo West. 
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HELP WANTED! We’ve had some great suggestions for topics to be presented at future meetings and now I need your help 
to find the experts among us who know these items inside and out and can help the rest of us learn! Here’s a few of the 
topics we have in the queue: 

a) How to measure watts from an electric setup…What’s good and how to recognize when there is a 
problem 

b) Adding wear and tear and scale detail to a scale airplane.  Smoke exhaust, exposed aluminum, etc. 
c) Taking off, and landing in general - lining up, throttle control, elevator use, and correct 

altitude/attitude on approach. 

If you know of an expert in our club (or maybe it’s you!) for one of these topics, please let me know.  You can reach 
me at: vicepresident@fwthunderbirds.org 

 
Here’s my virtual “Low Pass Salute” to you Thunderbirds.   
Proud to be on your team.  Rob Lowe 

February Meeting Minutes: by Mike Schroeder 

 
Rob started the meeting at 6:59 or as Bill would say 
18:59 hours. Rob informed the club that President 
James has hurt his knee and that Rob was going to run 
the meeting for the evening. The club wishes James the 
best of luck.  
Rob asked if there was any new visitors and the club and 
welcomed new member Joe Claunch.  
 
Reviewed events for the clubs calendar of events for the 
first half of the year, there were no issues with the first 
six months.  
 
The power point slides only went through July 2018 so 
we could not address the SPA West Championship that 
is scheduled in September 2018 and should be in 
November 2018. Save for the next meeting. 
 
Sarge gave us an update on the Weatherford swap meet. 
The meet is to be held at the High School just south of I-
20. There are fifty one tables rented out of eighty 
available. Dates are March 16 and 17, Friday evening at 
5:00 to 9:00 and Saturday 8:00 to 4:00.  Sarge hopes to 
see all of the Thunderbirds there. 

 
 

Reports 
 

Safety Report 
Ed Kettler thanked the club for starting off the year 
with no accidents and everyone for being safe.  
Ed reviewed a news article about the club that cut down 
a tree that many planes had been caught in. When the 
Corp of Engineers was made aware of the illegal tree 
removal and was fined $17,100.00.   
A very expensive lesson learned as our club only leases 
the concrete area and nothing else.  
 
Ed then reviewed that pre flight is necessary to assure 
we are ready to fly. Thinking about DIS-qualify the 
plane and you for flight, instead of qualifying. It will 
make you look at things differently. Also you can use the 
FAA IMSAFE -Illness, Medications, Stress, Alcohol, 
Fatigue and Eating.  
 

Treasurers Report 
Chris still has fifty six member badges that have not 
been picked up and he will be mailing out to club 
members along with several shirts too. Chris is going to 
pick up Ken’s plaque in the next few weeks and will also 
order more shirts it we need them.  
CPR class is full and the club has twelve people that will 
get certified in CPR plus AED. The books have been 
bought and given out at the class.  
CPR class will be March 4, 2018 at 1:30 and will take 
several hours. There will be full training on CPR and 
AED equipment. Once the members complete the course 
they will get their certificate card. The club is paying the 
twenty dollars fee per members to be trained. The AED 
will be mounted in a weather proof box at the club in 
case of emergency. There will be signage place for the 
AED. The club would like to have another training class 
soon. The question was asked if you have to be a 
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member to get the use of the AED, so have your dues 
paid up. Membership has benefits. Location: 

Grace Lutheran Church 
7900 McCart Ave. 

  
Membership we have 149 members, four associate 
members, eleven life members. 
 
This past weekend the bank changed name and it is now 
called Simmons bank and we have to buy new checks. 
The bank charges a little over two hundred dollars for 
checks and Chris is looking into buy checks at Costco for 
a better price.  
Chris discussed the checking and savings balances we 
have in the account. No new major expenses except 
spring maintenance and service for the two mowers. We 
are required to mow and maintain by the Corps but does 
not include any tree trimming. No tree trimming. A 
question was asked why the checks are so expensive and 
if we can buy online. Chris clarified that he was looking 
into other options for buying checks. Also ask if we can 
do some of our transactions on line, which we do but, 
most of the reason for the checks is to reimburse 
members for paying for club items such as mower gas 
and such. We also can use a debit card when the needs 
arise. We still have petty cash but we never use it as is 
too small amount to really pay for anything.  

 
Secretary Report 
The minutes are published in the club news letter and a 
motion was made by Bill that we do not read the minutes 
at the meeting, seconded by Ken. Rob asked for a show 
of hands and the motion passed to not read the minutes 
out to the club. Thanks Bill, I know you are in 
withdrawals.  
 

Vice President Report 
The club is looking at doing a club meeting possible in 
May at the flying field before it gets too hot.  
That presentation will be Joey from JT on jets and 
walking us through the plane. Then Joey will perform a 
demo flight.  
 
Ken brought up that the FAA still requires that you 
registrar your plane and the number has to be visible. 
The number can be under the hatch if it is visible but 
there cannot be a tool to remove the hatch. Congress 
passed a law and it is now reinstated. One number for all 
your planes. There is a time frame to when the number 
expires and it seems to be 2019 when the number first 
expires.  
 
AMA is great source to look up and get you familiar 
with the FAA Part 107 number registrar.  
 

 

Show and Tell 
 
Ken Knotts: 
Ken brought in and showed us a Dirty Bird that he built. 
Weight in at just over six ponds and had to add a little 
tail weight even after putting the servos in locations 
trying to not add weight. The plane is about a pound and 
a quarter lighter than an ARF. Ken mainly flew ARF’s 
and finally built one and he has the SPA, FAA and AMA 
number on the plane. Ken says the plane has been flown 
and flies really well. 

 
 
Woody Lake: 
Woody showed us his P40B Warhawk from Motion RC. 
The plane has retracts including the tail wheel. A very 
heavy airplane and the gear is all metal plus has a gyro 
in it. Woody has changed out the pilot to a more realistic 
style pilot. The P-40 requires a four cell 4000mah 
battery. A show of how to break off guns was 
demonstrated by Woody as he snapped one off by 
accident?  

 
 
Rob Lowe:  
Talked about airspace at Fort Sill Army Base and that 
the FAA has raised the airspace ceiling to 60,000 feet for 
the base. This is a big deal for airlines having to fly 
around that area. The base recently shot down a drone 
from an airborne helicopter at five hundred feet and the 
drone was at about five thousand feet with a lethal force 
laser. Single shot lethal hit that took out the drone. The 
Army was doing a test fire to prove the capability of the 
laser.  
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Proposed Projects Chart 
Rob displayed a PowerPoint slide with the club’s list of 
project proposals, which is contained on page 14 of this 
issue. He walked through the proposals and gave a status 
on each line item. Several of these projects will need to 
be deferred until after the lease renewal due to causing 
changes in the improved areas, which would require a 
club funded survey. As part of our lease renewal, we are 
creating a Five Year Plan, which will outline the key 
improvements in the last five years, a short term view, 
and the potential projects that might take years to 
achieve, like lengthening the runway for jets. We already 
have approval from the Corps to expand the start up 
areas with 60’ x 10’ areas at each end. Please review the 
list on page 14 for details. 
 

New Proposals 
Rob presented a major change proposed by a club 
member, who, unfortunately was ill and could not 
attend. The basic proposal is to add a new asphalt pit 
area in the space between the taxiway and the current 
safety fence, divided into 6’ segments, so that a pilot 
could setup their plane, start and taxi for takeoff 
quickly. This would allow the support gear to remain 
easily accessible and closer to the parking lot. Safety 
equipment would include a steel post for restraining the 
plane during startup. The current safety fence would 
need to be removed for access, and a replacement 
installed in line with the pilot boxes. During the 
discussion, several points were raised about the 
proposal: 

• Overall reduction in safety 

• Taxiing aircraft near people working 
on planes 

• Movement/replacement of the safety 
fence 

• Events like SAE need ability to separate 
spectators from flight operations 

• Corps would not allow asphalt, it would 
have to be concrete 

• View blocked from shelter to the flight 
line 

• Major change which would require up 
to a year to get Corps approval 
 

Ed Kettler provided an additional slide which redrew 
the 60x10 start up area proposal into larger triangular 
shapes to accommodate two big bird and 6 regular 
starting stands at each end. This would require grading, 
and an approved change from the Corps of our original 
proposal. If the change is not approved, it could be 

another year in the process. Existing drains need to be 
reviewed per Ken, and a re-grading without paving 
could be an option. Ed also proposed fencing to protect 
the startup areas from the pilot box areas to towards the 
end of the runway. To be reviewed by the officers.  
 
Bill Lake made a motion to vote on the member’s 
proposal and it was seconded by Ken Knotts. The show 
of hands vote was 0 in favor, and unanimously against. 
Rob thanked the member for his submission. 
 
A new member recommended that we rotate one or 
more of the starting stands at each end to improve 
wheelchair access and safety. He asked also to review the 
pilot boxes for access and escape routes. Most clubs’ 
pilot boxes are open at the back, so emergency escape 
and evasion is easy. The Board will look into options. 
 

Presentation  
 
Tom Blakeney - Known collector of all things Electric 
Wife Robin - actively supports his addiction 

 
Tom is taking a Motion B-24 Liberator and converting it 
into a PB4Y-2 Privateer with an 80 inch wingspan. 
The nacelles have to be rotated 90 degrees, rudder has to 
be remade from a dual rudder to a single taller larger 
rudder, and fuselage extended five and quarter inches. 
The plane will have the Navy camo scheme and Callie 
graphics when finish. Adding a larger nose ball gun 
turret, two side turrets, and second top turret. Tom is 
making vacuum form parts. No other models that Tom 
can find were made of the PB4Y-2 
Target date is for the May Warbird event, we are 
looking forward to seeing this big project. 
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Raffle 
 

Ed Kettler - cutters 
Gary Rife - Exacto knife 
Bill Lake - Scissors 
TAB - CA kicker 
Ed Kettler - Sevro connecters 
Gary Rife - Allen wrench 

Mark Ehlers - Exacto knife 
Tom Blakeney - Heat shrink 
Woody Lake - Heat gun glove 
TAB - brushes 
John Bruce -Tubing 
Ken Knotts - Monocote cleaner 

Larry - Mixing sticks 
Grant - Velcro 
Bill Lake - Micro balloons 
Gary Rife - Tubing 
Larry Fuller- Fuel 
TAB - Quad copter 

 
Meeting ended 8:35 or 20:35 

 
Treasurer Report: by Chris Beradi 

 
5 Years down the Road 

Things are running smoothly at the club, unperturbed by outside influences for the moment. But, just as you sit around to 
take pride in things, the future beckons and you have to get up and at it all over again. Well, now we have been asked by the 
Corps of Engineers for an update to our 5 year plan. If you are managing any kind of business, you already know how tough 
it is to anticipate a year ahead, much less 5 of them. 
Fortunately, there has been quite a bit of discussion of how we want to develop and grow the club. If we sit back and do 
nothing, then the ever shrinking pool of model aviation enthusiasts is likely to have a direct impact the viability of the club a 
decade or so in the future: I think you’ll agree that the club membership tends to be in the 40+ age group - that’s a complex 
topic for another newsletter. So, what are we to do about that? And how can we address it? 
Let us take a look at some ideas that have been casually discussed in the past two years or so, and how these could be 
contenders for inclusion in the plan. 
 

Runway Extension: We already have 460’ (or thereabouts) of runway sufficient for most modeling activities; 
however, there is a growing segment of the hobby that has a desire for more - the jet pilots. We have quite a few jet 
pilots in the club, probably more than in most. The jet crowd is active at several well known and attended events 
around the country. These events typically attract 60+ pilots and the hosts do extremely well monetarily. The 
request is for a runway extension to around 600’ in the northbound direction. Though expensive the sentiment is 
that bringing a major jet rally to Thunderbird field could recoup the costs in a couple of years and bring much 
recognition to our organization. This is certainly an item with a lengthy lead time due to the fact that the Corps of 
Engineers (CoE) will have a large part to play in managing the project and the vendor. For that reason, it will take 
some dedication on our part to move forward; but we’ve done that before, haven’t we? 

Car Race Track: That’s right; they don’t fly, but listen for a moment: Car enthusiasts outnumber aviation buffs by 
some great percentage and they are as avid as any of us. Furthermore, the dearth of tracks in the metroplex has 
many of them looking for an organization that has the skills to layout/build a track and the entire supporting 
infrastructure. Hobby shops are lamenting the fact that there isn’t an outlet for these hobbyists as they are a major 
determinant in the survivability of DFW hobby stores. Before you say, “Not at my field,” remember that the old 
flying site on the west side of the lake is closed for flying, but not closed to cars as far as I know... Couldn’t we be the 
ones that take ownership of this massive potential? 

Control Line Circle(s): These do fly! Control line has seen something of resurgence and if you’ve taken the time to 
watch some of it on YouTube, you know that pilots flying F2B have their act together. Besides their amazing skill, 
the models are beautiful. The question here is that we utilize some of our existing space to develop one or more 
control line “circles.” If we put these in the north area of the field, we can incorporate the circles into plans we 
already have in mind for drone and heli pit areas with landing pads. Currently, control fliers utilize the Greater 
Southwest and Dallas Model Aircraft Association fields; they really need more space to fly with improved facilities 
to host fun-fly and contest events. Adding control line circles would be easy to do and we’d instantly grow our 
membership. 

Drone Race Track: Low hanging fruit indeed, and we have not yet acted as an organization to incorporate possibly 
the most technologically advanced area of our hobby. Members of our club are chomping at the bit (perhaps a 
reference to “twiddling their sticks” is more appropriate) to develop a drone racing capability for events. The media 
buzz about this could be huge for the club - after all, it’s the only segment of our hobby where you can actually 
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make a living and where racing is a regular televised event. There is no doubt in my mind that we need to move on 
this as promptly as practicable.  

Tree Trimming: You have no doubt already noticed that the trees are bigger and apparently closer though their 
roots keep them from actually moving. But let me state, don’t go cutting these down yourselves, or even try to trim 
them. One tree cost upward of $17k in fines for another local club on Corps of Engineers property. With that 
cautionary tale out of the way, we have had tree removal on our “list” a year or so ago. Although there was interest 
we balked at the cost which was in the vicinity of $12k. This would have been for well over 100 tree removals and 
the replanting of an equal number of trees in other locations. Some members have wanted trees removed on the east 
side of the runaway, and this would certainly be welcomed by the SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers). Others 
have mentioned they would like the trees removed south of the runway - the approach end when the wind is from 
the north.  

A real toilet: Did you know that we actually lease space on the west side of the parking lot for a real toilet - well, as 
real as it gets on Corps property since it would have to fit within strict environmental criteria. If we are going to be 
around a while at our present location, should we incorporate this into our plans? We discounted it a year or so ago 
due to the cost, around $15k; however, remember we are talking about 5 years down the road. While it may be a 
lower priority this year or the next, would it be prudent to have this in our plan for say 4 years down the road. If we 
don’t add it, then it becomes exponentially more difficult administratively and costly to add it later.  

The above is fodder for discussion; to give you some idea of the nature of the planning we need to develop for presentation to 
the Corps. Please note that these are plans - it does not mean that it would definitely be a project, but if we don’t have it in 
our plan, then we are effectively ruling it out most likely to the next 5 year lease renewal. 
If you attended club meetings in the past several months, you will know that any planning that requires additions to any 
concrete area will require a survey at club expense. The Corps indicated this would be around $1500 unless the survey was 
completed at our lease renewal.  
 
If we can build out our plan in the next eight or nine months, we can roll all of this into our lease renewal. As stated earlier, 
expansions such as lengthening the runway may well have a year of lead time. We will be discussing our 5-year plan at 
upcoming meetings (4th Monday each month), so if you have opinions and ideas, the club wants to hear them. Remember, 
you are the club! It is your interests that the board tries to serve so please get involved and help us make the right decisions. 
 

Treasury Update 
 
Fifty-seven new badges have been produced and mailed. Interestingly, the postage to mail a badge rose by over a dollar! 
Another interesting and frustrating fact: The post office cannot print a series of identical stamps; their system doesn’t allow 
that. Each stamp had to be created by manually entering the zip code and weight. Travelling at the speed of Post Office (a 
new physical constant), my time expended at the post office amounted to about 57 minutes.  
 
Here is the latest membership count - we have added 15 new or renewing Individual memberships since last month. 
 

 
 

CPR Training Class 

The CPR class was held on 4th March, 2018. You can read about it elsewhere in our newsletter. Big thanks to my friend Tom 
Lee who taught the class. If there is enough interest we will hold another CPR/AED class and perhaps even an “Advanced 
First Aid” course. Let me know what you think: mikadopilot@gmail.com. 
That’s it for this month. See you at the field. 
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Safety: by Ed Kettler 
 

There is a new single page version of the AMA Safety Code that is in “plain English”. To get it into a single page, there are 
references to “Programs”, such as Large Model Aircraft (LMA) and Gas Turbine, where the specific details are contained. 
This approach provides a cleaner Safety Code for the vast majority of members. I have asked Woody to include it in this 
newsletter. 
  
A big step forward in safety at the field is the Automated Electronic Defibrillator (AED). This is a very sophisticated device 
that talks you through the procedure of hooking up a patient to the monitor, which then evaluates the patient and 
determines the need to apply electric shock to get a steady rhythm started. We had a CPR and AED training from Tom Lee 
at the Grace Lutheran Church on Sunday March 4th, and we have a large team of trained responders. Please congratulate 
Chris Berardi, Robin and Tom Blakeney, John Bruce, Sam Corlett, Johnny Hunt, Ed Kettler, Ken Knotts, Bill Lake, Rob 
Lowe, Pete Lucas, Ian Waring and Mel Wells for completing the AED/CPR training. I will be coordinating with Ken Knotts 
and Chris Berardi on the installation. 
  
While we were being trained, we started talking about safety procedures at our events. Right now, we do not have a 
standard event Emergency Plan that the CD can use. The officers will be reviewing the one I use at Warbirds Over Texas at 
the North Dallas RC Club, and a Thunderbird version will be drafted for review with the CDs. The Warbirds Over Texas 
version has been “battled tested” and tuned over the last seven years, and will be a good starting point. You cannot write a 
usable Emergency Procedure if it covers every possible event and contingency, as it would be a lot of pages; rather, you 
frame up the major categories and decisions, and let the CD control the response. If you are interested in participating in the 
review, please let me know. 
  
Now that spring has sprung, be sure to take care of yourselves for sun exposure, along with insects and other critters that 
will be more active now that it is warmer. 
 
Greetings Thunderbirds. Well ‘Tis the Season’ and I don’t mean Christmas. Warm weather has finally arrived which means 
more time at the field in the blistering sun. May I strongly suggest you protect yourself by wearing a hat and applying sun 
screen lotion in regular intervals. The following two photos are an indication of what the result will be if you don’t heed my 
words. To date I have had three surgeries on my head. One on each temple (approximately 40 plus stitches each side) and 
the right photo is the latest (about 15 stitches). Two more to go on the top in about 6 weeks. Please take care of yourself out 
there. 
Woody (Old Zipper Head) 
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Arizona Electric Festival AEF 
 
The Arizona Model Aviators held their AEF February 9-10-11 at Superstition Air Park near Apache Junction AZ. The 
following are some photos of the event. Enjoy: 

 

 

 
 

Arizona Warbirds 
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No More Flat Loops: by David Scott Featured News, Flight Techniques  
 

 
 

Guard against making the common mistake of releasing 
too much elevator, aka “hunting,” during the float and 
thus creating a flat spot on top of the loop. This occurs 
for the same reason people over control at every skill 
level: they want to see their inputs doing something. 
Instead, you should concentrate on smoothly reducing 
the elevator input to a fixed position that is just enough 
to keep the loop from pinching. When the float is 
performed correctly, the loop remains round without 
any visible sign of when the elevator adjustments were 
made. When the loop is visible out of round, it’s usually 
due to trying to manage the float by watching the 
airplane instead of paying attention to the control 
inputs. 

Since the loop is entered from level flight with more 
speed compared to the first version of the P loop, prop 

wash and P-factor won’t require corrections until the 
airplane has entered the slower section of the loop over 
the top. However, if a strong crosswind exists, you’ll 
likely need to input your rudder correction earlier and 
hold it in longer. 

After the airplane has made it past the top of the loop, 
idle the engine to slow the descent and get ready to 
quickly neutralize the elevator at the instant the plane 
points straight down. Despite the throttle reduction, 
airplanes tend to quickly build speed when pointing 
straight down, so hold the lines before and after the half-
roll no longer than a count of “one.” Flying a perfect 
vertical down line is the mark of a professional-caliber P 
loop. If you do not have the time to display at least short 
vertical lines before and after the roll, you’ll have to 
enter the maneuver higher and/or fly much larger loops 
to enter the down line higher up. You think of it this 
way: if you don’t have enough altitude to dive straight at 
the ground, perform a half roll and pull out, you 
probably don’t have enough height to perform this 
version of the P loop. This is what we mean when we talk 
about “thinking ahead of the airplane!” 

 
Landings: by Jason Benson 
 

 
Someone told me once that landing is the only maneuver 
that we fly that is absolutely mandatory. If you think 
about it, this makes complete sense. We don’t have to 
take off, but once we do, the only thing that we must do 
is land! So, once you have takeoff down, it’s a good idea 
to make sure you are 100% competent in landing. 
The tricky part about landing is the fact that you will be 
flying so close to stall. Unlike full-scale pilots, we do not 
have an airspeed indicator and the connection to the 
plane that allows us to feel the stall. However, to me, 
landing a model aircraft is still very much a “by feel” 
thing. We just feel the stall in a different sense. The way 
we feel it is in our thumb that is on the stick that 
controls the elevator. As our model flies slower, the wing 
will need a higher angle of attack to maintain altitude. 
Therefore, while you are setting up for landing, if you 
suddenly have a need to add more and more elevator to 

maintain your altitude, it is time to add throttle to avoid 
the impending stall. 
Now, let’s talk about the hardest concept to grasp. When 
flying a model airplane, especially during landing, the 
concept is this: elevator controls speed, while throttle 
controls rate of descent/ascent. Most people believe the 
opposite to be true. This is painfully obvious when you 
are flying close to the ground and you run out of up-
elevator and your plane comes crashing to the ground. 
The biggest mistake people make is using elevator alone 
to try to maintain their descent to landing. Instead you 
want to use throttle to slow your descent and avoid 
contact with the ground and elevator to slow the plane 
down, as it gets closer to touchdown. 

 
With a tricycle gear you can afford to bring the nose a 
little higher without worrying about losing control of the 
model once on the ground. We will try to cover this in a 
future article. 
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Making Life Easier 
Landing at different fields can add to the complexity of 
landing a “difficult” model. When you are landing a 
model that you need to focus on flying, you will want to 
lighten the load wherever you can. Here are a few things 
that I use to make things easier on my brain. The first 
things that I like to utilize are landmarks. When I first 
arrive at a new field I will take a few minutes to scan the 
area and look for visual landmarks. Some of my 
favorites are peaks of hills or mountains in the 
background, power poles, trees, or other things that 
stand out to the eye. Next is knowing the stall 
characteristics of the model that I am flying. Anytime I 
fly a new model I like to take her up to altitude once I 
know everything is working as it should and pull the 
throttle back. I then apply more and more elevator until 
I reach stall and see what the plane’s response is. This 
will remove any surprises when I am on final and 
altitude is at a premium. These two pointers can help 
save a number of models if you take the time to utilize 
them anytime you are at a new field or flying a new 
model. 
Difficult To Land Models 

 
Although it’s not a warbird, you can use the steps in this 
article to help increase your success rate when landing 
aerobatic biplanes like the Checkmate pictured here. 

 
Notice the nose level attitude while landing this warbird. 
The increased airspeed helps to maintain rudder 
authority on touchdown. 
Of the different configurations of models, the tail-
dragger plane is definitely more difficult to land well. Of 
course, we have to count out the “floaty” 3D models and 
aerobatic planes such as the Extras and Edges that are 
so popular. 
In general, our models are not difficult to land. Even 
most of our “heavy-metal” warbird models are so lightly 

wing loaded that they really don’t qualify as a “difficult” 
to land aircraft. However, even though they don’t have 
high wing loading, the fact that many of them are tail 
draggers makes this the “trickiest” class to land so we 
will focus here. 
So, what qualifies as a good landing with a tail-dragging 
warbird? To me, it is a nice, 2-point touchdown with no 
bounces and a controlled rollout. The most common 
mistake we make, as modelers, is not carrying enough 
speed when landing our warbirds. Just because the wing 
will fly down to a walking pace does not mean that is the 
speed we should land these models. Landing too slow 
will cause the bounces and uncontrolled rollout 
previously mentioned. 
I will first address airspeed. I like to land my models 
about 5 to 10mph above stall speed. This keeps enough 
airflow traveling over the vertical fin and rudder to 
control yaw on touchdown as well as over the horizontal 
stab and elevator to keep enough pitch authority to 
minimize bouncing. 
The next point of conversation is the attitude of the 
model. Unlike the 3D aerobatic planes we want to come 
in with the nose fairly level. Try to avoid coming in nose 
high like a jet fighter. This just leads to trouble. 
The third bullet point would be the flare. Since we have 
ample airspeed to keep the plane flying the flare is going 
to be more of a leveling out. I like to flare at about 6 
inches above the runway. Once I level the plane off at 
this altitude, I will pull the throttle back to idle and 
allow the plane to slow. As the wheels get to the point of 
contact with the tarmac I will slowly release the back 
pressure on the elevator lessening the tendency of the 
tail to drop which creates a positive angle of attack of 
the wings, which will ultimately lead to the model taking 
to the skies again unintentionally. 
Once the main wheels are solidly on the ground, I focus 
on my rudder control and be sure to keep the model 
tracking as close to the centerline as possible. 
Finally, once my plane’s air speed is below flight speed, I 
will slowly add the up-elevator back in to firmly plant 
the tail wheel on the ground to avoid the undesirable 
nose over that we have all witnessed at the field. 
Final Word 

If you take the tips above and focus on improving your 
skills one at a time, you definitely will see an 
improvement in your landing skills. All of the above 
points have proper timing. Additionally, every model 
you fly will require different timing for each of the 
points. Be patient and work on each step one at a time 
with every model you fly. Eventually, everything above 
will become second nature and you will not hesitate to 
fly any new model no matter how “scary” it is supposed 
to be on landing. Now get out there and shoot some 
landings! 
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Members a Day at the Field 
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Arizona EF-1 Racing 
 

 

 
 

Training 
 
John Whatley donated an Avistar Trainer to the 
Thunderbirds Training Program.  It is complete with engine, 
servos and a Spektrum transmitter and receiver. A big 

Thunderbirds Thank You to John.  

 
 
 

THUNDERBIRD 2018 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

Grant suggested a Drone racing event. Grant is to get with Chris and Gary to talk about hosting an event in the future. 

Regroup and will get back with the club. Need to sign up with Multi GP and they will give you free gates.  

 
April   SPA Contest 
 
May 19th    Warbirds Over Benbrook   Ed Kettler 
 
June    Old Farts Fly-in     Ken Knotts 
 
August 5th   Summer Float Fly (Sunday)   Woody Lake 
 
September 22 – 23  SPA West Competition 
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October 12-14  Alliance AirShow 
 
October 20   TEX Electric Fly     Tom Blakeney 

 
November 4th  Winter Float Fly     Mel Wells 
 
November 24th  Toys for TOTS     Steve Ehlers 
 
December 8th  Christmas Party 

 

 

 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  James Meadows 

E-Mail: jamslam1099@gmail.com 
Vice President:  Rob Lowe 

E-Mail: fourglowe@aol.com 
 

Secretary:  Mike Schroeder 

E-Mail: 

bellairemikeschroeder@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  Chris Berardi 

E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 
Safety Officer: Ed Kettler 

E-Mail: ed.kettler@gmail.com 
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake 

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net 

 
Club Officers 2018 

 

                            
Pres: James Meadows    VP: Rob Lowe             Sec: Mike Schroeder   Safety: Ed Kettler     Treas: Chris Berardi 
 
 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

          
Roy’s Hobby Shop  817 268-0210   JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 
1309 Norwood Dr. Hurst TX 76053   8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
www.royshobby.com     jtshobby@yahoo.com 
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Proposed Projects Chart 
 

 
   

Years Past 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Project # Proposed Project Summary of Project TYPE EXPENSE POC Status Notes

1 Ramp Expansion

Turbine/Giant 

Aircraft Ramp Start 

up  Contract $15,000.00 Officers APROVED 2017

Approved to exp. 

10K, seeking Bids 

and costs

2 Starting Post

Install starting posts 

for giant scale 

airplanes Self /Contract $500.00 Officers APROVED 2017 Determining types

3 HELIPAD 

10x10 Concrete flush 

with ground, Could 

be Self help or 

contracted Self /Contract $1,000.00 Officers APROVED 2016-17

Will require new 

Lease /or wait for 

expiration of 2018 

Lease to negotiate 

4 Line control Area 

Develop area for line 

control modelers Self /Contract $1,000.00 Officers APROVED 2017

Will require new 

Lease /or wait for 

expiration of 2018 

Lease to negotiate 

5 Shed Update

Install air 

conditioning in shed Contract

Suggest to member 

ship for Purchase 

Purchase

6 Larger shed/addon

Larger shed to store 

more stuff self/contract

Will require new 

Lease /or wait for 

expiration of 2018 

Lease to negotiate 

7

Enclose some of the 

covered shelter area

utilizing rollup doors 

that can be pulled 

down when needed Self /Contract $Unknown

8

Extend current 

runway

More stopping 

distance for models contract $ Unknown Lease Renewel/cost 

9 Tree Removal 

Remove trees at 

approach end of 

runways. 

Requires root Contract $15-$20,0000

requires Corp 

Approval will 

request Corp 

permission and 

10 Generator

for float fly and 

other remote 

power needs Club $500.00
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Events 

 
 

APRIL        MAY 

 
 
 

That’s all for this month, my ride is here. 
Cheers Woody 

 

 


